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Rooted in the post-war dreams of American
Presidents Roosevelt and Johnson, the international
treaty that governs the Columbia River is unlike any
other trade agreement in the world. And for the first
time in its 50-year history, it is up for renegotiation.
It’s a colossal contract between the Kootenays,
Canada and the USA, in a world more hungry than
ever for the power of water.
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IN THE FIRST ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS, THE
KOOTENAYS LOST HUNDREDS OF KILOMETRES OF
VALLEY BOTTOM AND SURRENDERED CONTROL

OF WATER LEVELS IN ITS OWN BACKYARD. THE
COLUMBIA RIVER TREATY WAS THE GREATEST
SACRIFICE EVER MADE ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE
OF THE KOOTENAYS. IT'S ALSO AN AUDACIOUS
ENGINEERING FEAT THAT WILL LIKELY NEVER BE
MATCHED AGAIN BY A WESTERN DEMOCRACY.
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Richard Nixon helps with
during construction of the Libby Dam, September 25, 1971.

FROM PRE-HISTORY
T0 POWER POLITICS

ABRIEF 17-MILLION-YEAR HISTORY OF THE
COLUMBIA RIVER. BY CLARE MENZEL
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TRAINS AND GROWING PAINS

Washington territories were created, and later, in 1873, the establish-
ment of British Columbia as a Canadian province.

DAM NATION
The Lower Bonnington Falls Dam on the Kootenay River, the first dam
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‘megawatts. Today, millions live along the river, including 17 tribal
groups.

THE TREATY DAMS FOLLOWED THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE GRAND COULEE DAM,
CREATING THEIR OWN NECKLACE OF RESERVOIRS
ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER AND ENSURING
ONCE PLENTIFUL STEELHEAD, CHINOOK, COHO
AND SOCKEYE RUNS WOULD NEVER RETURN.
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The drainage basin of the Columbia River,fed by
hundreds of tributaries, is roughly the size of France
Esterde the river

Nevada. With over 60 major dams in the Columbia

reservoir is able to produce 44 per cent of the United
States’ total hydroelectric power.
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“IN GENERAL, I'M NOT SURE PEOPLE
UNDERSTAND BOTH WHAT THIS REGION
POSSESSES AND WHAT THIS REGION LOST
IN THE FIRST ITERATION OF THE TREATY.”
— EILEEN DELAHANTY PEARKES

A TRUST FOR US

THE COLUMBIA BASIN TRUST AND ITS ANNUAL
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PURSE WAS FOUGHT FOR
BY RESIDENTS WHO ENSURED LOCALS GAINED
FROM LANDS AND LIVELIHOODS LOST. BUT WHEN
NEW TREATY TALKS BEGIN, THE TRUST'S BUCK
STOPS THERE.

While the Columbia Basin Trust has provided public input opportuni

the Columbia Basin , like thi y m
Trail, BC, renegotiation of the colossal arrangement will be settled througt
direct talks between Ottawa and Washington.
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matrix of recreational projects. In 2015-16 alone, the CBT delivered over
$31 S for over 60
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THE RIVER RAGED
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‘downtown Portland, Oregon, and the river itself. The flood killed at least 15
people, reducing
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its many tributaries.




